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Summary: Nowadays the issue of street children is one of
the most important issue facing society, among big, indus-
trial and under developed cities. There are approximately
one hundred million children spending their life in the
streets. With the last description of the International Orga-
nization for street children, many of documental statistics
and numbers are less than the actual ﬁgures .many countries
are suffering from an individual relation the issue of street
children despite possessing common properties, and by con-
trolling this phenomenon each country will get in speciﬁc
picture.
Materials and methods: The study was taken place on
203 street children that were picked up from different
places of Tehran and were shelter at welfare center, which
provides shelter for street children. These children were
clinical examined by pediatrician then they were requested
to answer the questionnaire (gender; age; birth place; edu-
cational status; the origin of the family; sleeping place;
education, occupation, income and social security of par-
ents; number of siblings; reasons for being in the streets;
period of living in the streets; street friends; income; means
of earning money; substance use. Smoking was grouped as
heavy (10 and more per day), medium (1—9 per day) and
rare (a few in a week)). In order to determine the existence
of hepatitis B, 3ml of blood was taken. We used ELISA and
PCR method.
Results: Among 203 street children that studied in this
research 196 children were boys and 7 children were girls.
6 cases (3%) were HBsAg positive all of the positive cases
were boys. There were 3 Iranian and 3 Afghanian kids among
positive cases, there were no smokers. They did not have
tattoo, all of them had family, one of them lived alone and
other 5 cases lived with their family and their average age
was and 8 cases were 14 < years.
Conclusion: According to this results, additional labora-
tory examination for screening aquired infectious disease
such as Hepatitis which clinical symptoms may appear few
months after exposure to virus but can transmission in this
period,are recommended.
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During the last years the possibilities of researching the
cytokines coding genes were observed. It was revealed that
the relation exists between their polymorphism and suscep-
tibility to autoimmune diseases, inﬂammatory processes.
The study was made on 41 patients, diagnosed as hav-
ing Hepatitis C. The patients had the standard treatment
with interferon and ribavirin (48 weeks). During the follow-
ing period of time lasting at least one year, the patients were
observed. After this period of time, the tests on detection of
RNA virus were performed. Additionally, the lymphoid blood
cells were tested for the polymorphism of the cytokines cod-
ing genes (TNF alpha, INF gamma, IL-6, IL10) conditioning
predisposition towards capability of generation of their dif-
ferent concentration. The results of our study suggest that
there is no relation between polymorphism of the tested
cytokines coding genes and the response for the HCV infec-
tion treated with interferon.
doi:10.1016/j.ijid.2008.05.1106
67.016
Efﬁcacy of Pegylated Interferon Alpha-2a and Ribavirin
Treatment in Chronic Hepatitis C Patients Depends on Var-
ious Baseline Parameters and Early Viral Kinetics
P. Husa1,∗, P. Slesinger1, H. Stroblova1, A. Svobodnik2, L.
Husova1
1 Faculty Hospital Brno and Faculty of Medicine Masaryk Uni-
versity, Brno, Czech Republic
2 University of Brno, Brno, Czech Republic
Background: to compare efﬁcacy and viral kinetics dur-
ing treatment in various chronic hepatitis C patients (CHC)
and to ﬁnd some baseline parameters which can predict
sustained viral response (SVR).
Methods: 216 CHC pts - 140 men; 142 naive, 37 relapsers,
and 37 non-responders. 172 genotype 1 (G-1), 4 G-2, 34 G-3,
1 G-4 or G-6, and 4 unknown genotype - were treated with
PEG-IFN alpha-2a 180g/wk and RBV 1000 or 1200mg/day.
Quantitative detection of HCV RNAwas done at baseline (216
pts), 24 hours (83 pts), 14 days (85 pts), 28 days (88 pts), and
84 days (211 pts) after treatment initialization.
Results: 195 pts have completed the treatment period
and 179 pts the 24-weeks follow-up period yet. The prob-
ability of SVR was signiﬁcantly higher (P < 0.001) in naive
patients (74/114, 64.9%) and relapsers (22/30, 73.3%) than
in non-responders (9/35, 25.7%); and in G-3 patients (23/28,
82.1%) than G-1 patients (77/143, 53.8%) (P = 0.02). The
mean log decline of serum HCV RNA was more consid-
erable in pts with SVR. Undetectable serum HCV RNA
at week 12 was more predictive of SVR than early viral
response (EVR) - 98/122 (80.3%) versus 104/141 (73.1%) of
SVR. The patients with SVR has signiﬁcantly lower weight
(mean 72.8 kg vs. 79.1, P = 0.008), were younger (mean
